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{Abstract)

Measures to Improve Mobility for Economically
Disadvantaged in Transportation

A representative law related to mobility in Korea is the “Act on Promotion of the Transportation
Convenience of the Mobility Disadvantaged Persons.” This law was established to guarantee access
to facilities for people with disabilities, highlighting that mobility convenience is a prerequisite
for ensuring the right to access. However, under the “Act on Promotion of the Transportation
Convenience of the Mobility Disadvantaged Persons,” the mobility disadvantaged persons are
limited to those with physical difficulties, such as persons with disabilities, the elderly, and pregnant
women, and do not include those who face mobility difficulties for economic reasons. Additionally,
transportation is managed primarily by the state to minimise inequality in its use as a commons.
From the perspective of constitutional rights, the state’s obligations, and the principle of universal
access to public services, it is essential to establish the concept of economically disadvantaged
individuals in transportation and make multifaceted efforts to enhance their mobility. There is
no comprehensive law in Korea to support economically disadvantaged people in transportation,
instead, they rely on sporadic and localised policies at the level of local governments, unlike persons
with disabilities or the elderly. To improve the mobility of the transportation disadvantaged, the

following points are proposed:

First, through communication and collaboration between the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
and Transport and the Ministry of Health and Welfare, physical infrastructure improvement and
economic support policies to enhance mobility should be discussed simultaneously. Second,
to promote an integrated transportation policy, the enactment of a Basic Transportation Act
is required. This should include provisions for economically disadvantaged individuals in
transportation, establish plans to reduce disparities in transportation services based on income,
and incorporate measures such as setting up an independent body for the objective and transparent
formulation and evaluation of such plans. Third, it is suggested that equity be included as a criterion
for evaluating national transportation policies and that this criterion be institutionalised. Fourth,
to address service disparities between regions, support should be expanded for bus usage rather
than focusing primarily on the metropolitan subway system. In this context, the current policy of

providing free rides for seniors aged 65 and over on the metro subway should be reconsidered.

Keywords

mobility disadvantaged persons, economically disadvantaged in transportation,
mobility rights, enhance of mobility, Basic Transportation Act
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