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{Abstract)

Necessity and Expansion Strategies of Restorative
Justice in the Corrections

Based on retributive justice, the traditional criminal justice system focuses on imposing a
punishment corresponding to the crime committed, centring on the relationship between the
state and the offender. While this criminal procedure implies that the offender takes responsibility
and pays the price for the past wrongdoing, it often proceeds in a manner that provides little
opportunity for genuine repentance and reflection necessary for the offender’s reintegration as
a productive member of society. Additionally, in the state—offender—centered criminal justice
system, the victim, who is a party to the crime, remains in the position of a witness or a bystander.
In contrast, restorative justice emphasises active participation by the offender, the victim, and
community members in resolving the incident, focusing on repairing the harm and restoring
broken relationships within the community. Although the criminal justice system in our country has
adopted some aspects of the restorative justice paradigm and established new systems, there is a
particular need for the active implementation of restorative justice programs during the correctional
stage to ensure the offender’s genuine repentance and reintegration into society. Since the 2000s,
restorative justice programs have been implemented in individual correctional facilities in Korea,
and significant positive effects have been observed in surveys conducted with participants following
the implementation of these programs. However, considering that legal conflicts may arise between
the traditional criminal justice system and restorative justice, there is a need to seek harmony
between the two. Additionally, given that restorative justice programs are currently being operated
mainly in private prisons in Korea, the universal implementation of these programs across all
correctional facilities should be considered. This paper suggests the following measures to promote
restorative justice during the correctional stage. First, the existing victim notification system should
be improved to inform victims of the contents of the in—facility restorative justice programs and to
open a channel for their participation. Second, empirical and experiential research on the content
and effectiveness of restorative justice programs should be conducted. Third, a network under
the Ministry of Justice should be established to share insights into the restorative justice programs
being implemented by various institutions. Lastly, to ensure the complete and safe reintegration
of inmates into society, it is necessary to develop participatory programs that empower inmates
as active participants rather than as subjects of mentoring or service and to consider establishing

employment connections after release.

Keywords

restorative justice, retributive justice, correction, resocialisation, prison
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