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{Abstract)

Governance and Mobility: Challenges and Improvement
Strategies of the Electronic Supervision System

The electronic supervision system is a policy that restricts the mobility of individuals by attaching
a mobile electronic device to their bodies to track their locations. South Korea has implemented
this system since 2008. The initial electronic supervision system targeted repeat sexual offenders,
with a limit of 5 years for the attachment of the electronic device. However, through subsequent
revisions, the system is now implemented for all crimes at every stage of the criminal process.
While the electronic supervision system was initially implemented in the United States to address
overcrowding in prisons, South Korea aims to deter recidivism, resulting in significantly extended
periods and coverage compared to the U.S. The Constitutional Court has determined that the
electronic supervision system falls under the category of security measures and is not subject
to principles such as double jeopardy or non—retroactive application. However, it is difficult to
categorize the current electronic supervision system uniformly as a security measure in terms of
its specific details. The Ministry of Justice has announced that the electronic supervision system
is highly effective in reducing recidivism, but there are challenges in accurately measuring its
effectiveness with available statistical data. Moreover, the system faces difficulties in achieving
its purpose due to a significant lack of personnel compared to the annual implementation of
7,000 to 8,000 cases of electronic supervision. There are concerns that the expansion of the
social surveillance network may normalize and internalize surveillance. Therefore, to secure the
legitimacy of the electronic supervision system, it is proposed to establish precise legal grounds
and to operate based on selection and focus by reducing the target crimes and attachment period.
Additionally, to prevent the misuse of the electronic supervision system, it is necessary to include
humanities and social science research in research and development projects led by the Minister of

Justice, and there is a need to produce accurate data on the effectiveness of recidivism deterrence.

Keywords

electronic supervision, mobile prison, recidivism deterrence, security measures,
governmobility
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